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a horror of darkness ; to cue men the Marxian
economics on which it is based may have the truth
of mathematical science, to another they may appear
a self-contradictory folly ; one moralist may see in
the creed an ennobling, another a degradation, of
human nature. To the historian the cardinal fact
is that such attempts have often been made and
have never succeeded, since there seems to be that
in the soul of man which is impatient of a society so
monotonous and of an ordering of Hie so arbitrary
and sterile. If he views in this light the Communist
ideal he must suspect still more deeply the Com-
munist methods. The Bolshevik sought to make the
world a clean slate on which he could write what he
pleased* forgetting that nature does not tolerate such
convulsions. To that organic thing called human
society he applied his crude violence, and the result
was a new way not of life but of death. Lenin and
his colleagues aimed at establishing a strong, rigid,
and narrow government, of whose rules they would
tolerate no breach.

The Bolsheviks' first task was to stop the war.
They had already destroyed the Russian army ;
they must now destroy all other armies by appealing
to the blind masses behind them. They were paci-
ficists of the most militant brand, for they sought
peace not by submitting to the will of a conqueror,
but by using negotiations as a means of propaganda
among the conqueror's own troops and throughout
the world. If only they could awake their feverish
class mania in Germany they would win from their
apparent abasement a lasting triumph. Germany
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